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the people, and the fruits of their work are present
on every hand.

The South has a superabundance of colleges.
Some of them have honorable records; others
represent faith and hope or denominational zeal
rather than accomplishment. Some of the older in-
stitutions were kept open during War and Recon-
struction but others were forced to close. With the
return of white supremacy old institutions have
been revived and new ones have been founded.
The number of students has increased, but the
financial difficulties of the institutions have hardly
diminished. Few had any endowment worth con-
sidering, and the so-called state institutions re-
ceived very small appropriations or none at all.
Good preparatory schools were few and, since the
colleges were dependent upon tuition fees, many
students with inadequate preparation were leni-
ently admitted. Preparatory departments were es-
tablished for those students who could not possi-
bly be admitted to college classes. Necessarily the
quality of work was low, though many institutions
struggled for the maintenance of respectable stand-
ards. One college president frankly said: "We
are liberal about letting young men into the Fresh-
man class, but particular about letting them out."